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26 October 2015  

Dear LLB, BA(Law), BCom(Law) and BAccLLB students 

  

On Friday 23 October the Rector, Prof Wim de Villiers, met with students and made a number 

of announcements in response to students' protest action. This created the space for reflection 

on the events of the past two weeks and a renewed focus on academic activities. We are 

deeply aware that these events were experienced as traumatic and painful by a number of our 

students, which made it difficult for them to keep up with their academics.  

  

As a Faculty we are committed to assisting all our students in resuming their academic work 

and in particular to prepare for the upcoming examinations. We would thus like to bring the 

following to your attention: 

1. We confirm that all exams have been postponed by a week. This postponement includes 

modules making use of continuous and flexible assessment. 

2. We ask that you make contact with your lecturers to discuss any outstanding work. We 

have asked all our staff to be accommodating in responding to students' requests. 

3. All staff has been asked to revisit any decisions made during the last two weeks about 

deadlines or failures to submit work on time. In particular, we have asked staff to be fair 

in setting new deadlines, taking into account that students may be busy catching up in 

multiple modules. 

4. We have scheduled additional sessions in most undergraduate modules on Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday of this week for revision of work that students may have missed. 
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Please visit the SUNLearn sites of your modules to find the arrangements for those 

sessions.    

 

We would also like to encourage students who feel the need to work through the trauma of 

the last two weeks to contact either our student support coordinator Mr Bradley Greenhalgh 

(bradleyg@sun.ac.za) or Ms Lizzie Witbooi at the Centre for Student Counselling and 

Development (CSCD) (lgwitbooi@sun.ac.za) for guidance in this respect.  

 

These are extraordinary circumstances that we are experiencing and it is clear that we cannot 

act as if it is simply "business as usual". I have no doubt that our staff will offer you all the 

assistance they can in navigating these unfamiliar waters in order for you to realise your 

academic potential. Be assured that your wellbeing and success are of the highest priority to us.  

 

While the coming days will certainly present a number of challenges to us, which we 

acknowledge may lead to inconvenience and for which we apologise in advance, I believe that in 

partnership we can rise to the challenge and continue to pursue education of the highest 

quality. There are certainly many issues that we must still engage with, but for the moment I ask 

that we focus on the immediate exams at hand. 

 

I wish you all the best for your upcoming exams. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Geo Quinot 

Vice-Dean 
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26 Oktober 2015 

 

Beste LLB, BA(Regte), BCom(Regte) en BRekLLB studente 

 

Op Vrydag 23 Oktober het die Rektor, Prof Wim de Villiers, met studente ontmoet en ŉ aantal 

aankondigings gemaak in reaksie op studente se protesaksie. Dit het die ruimte geskep vir 

refleksie op die gebeure van die afgelope twee weke en ŉ hernieude fokus op akademiese 

aktiwiteite. Ons is diep bewus daarvan dat hierdie gebeure as traumaties en pynvol ervaar is 

deur sommige van ons studente, wat dit moeilik gemaak het vir hulle op by te hou met hul 

akademie. 

 

As ŉ Fakulteit is ons daartoe toegewyd om al ons studente by te staan in die hervatting van hul 

akademiese werk en in besonder in hul voorbereiding vir die eksamens. Ons wil dus graag die 

volgende onder jou aandag bring: 

 

1. Ons bevestig dat alle eksamens met een week uitgestel is. Hierdie uitstel sluit ook 

modules in wat van deurlopende en buigsame assessering gebruikmaak.  

2. Ons vra dat jy met jou dosente kontak maak om enige uitstaande werk te bespreek. 

Ons het alle dosente versoek om tegemoetkomend te wees in reaksie op studente se 

versoeke.  

3. Alle personeel is gevra om enige besluite van die afgelope twee weke oor sperdatums 

en versuim om werk op tyd in te handig te herbesoek. In die besonder het ons 

personeel versoek om redelik te wees in die stel van nuwe sperdatums met inagneming 

van die moontlikheid dat studente besig is om in te haal in meerdere modules.  

4. Ons het addisionele klasse geskeduleer vir Woensdag, Donderdag en Vrydag van hierdie 

week vir hersiening van werk wat studente mag gemis het. Besoek asseblief die 

SUNLearn platform vir jou modules vir die reëlings rakende hierdie sessies.  
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Ons wil ook graag studente wat die behoefte ervaar om deur die trauma van die laaste twee 

weke te werk, aanmoedig om kontak te maak met ons studentesteun koördineerder, Mnr 

Bradley Greenhalgh (bradleyg@sun.ac.za) of Me Lizzie Witbooi van die Sentrum vir 

Studentevoorligting- en ontwikkeling (SSVO) (lgwitbooi@sun.ac.za) vir bystand in hierdie 

verband.  

 

Hierdie is buitengewone omstandighede en dit is duidelik dat ons nie bloot kan optree asof alles  

"business as usual" is nie. Ek het geen twyfel nie dat ons personeel jou alle bystand sal verleen 

om hierdie onsekere waters te bevaar ten einde jou akademiese potensiaal te verwesenlik. 

Wees verseker dat jou welwees en sukses van die hoogste prioriteit vir ons is.  

 

Terwyl die volgende paar dae sekerlik ŉ aantal uitdagings vir ons gaan bied, wat ons bewus is 

ook tot ongerief kan lei en waarvoor ons reeds om verskoning vra, glo ek dat ons in 

vennootskap enige uitdagings die hoof kan bied en saam kan aanhou streef na opleiding van die 

hoogste kwaliteit. Daar is ongetwyfeld nog baie kwessies waarmee ons sal moet worstel in 

hierdie verband, maar vir die oomblik vra ek dat ons almal fokus op die eksamen wat op hande 

is. 

 

Ek wens jou alle sukses toe vir die eksamens wat voorlê. 

 

Groete, 

 

Geo Quinot 

Vise-Dekaan 
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