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DEPARTMENT OF EARTH SCIENCES

Apply to study Earth Sciences at SU

UNDERGRADUATE: BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN EARTH SCIENCE

STEP 1 Consult the Faculty of Science Yearbook and website (www.sun.ac.za/science) for the
latest entrance requirements for Science Degrees at Stellenbosch University

STEP 2 Sit the National Benchmark Tests (NBT) including the Mathematics Component

STEP 3 Decide which stream you wish to register for

STEP 4 Apply online at www.maties.com

POSTGRADUATE: BSc HONOURS IN EARTH SCIENCE

STEP 1 Entrance to the honours year is extremely competitive. Consult the Faculty of Science
Yearbook and website (www.sun.ac.za/science) for the latest entrance requirements.
Although a 65% average for 3rd year geology modules is required for admission to the
earth science honours programme, other factors may also be taken into account when
considering students with a lower average and external applicants.

STEP 2 Contact the Honours Coordintor at eshonours@sun.ac.za

STEP 3 Apply online at http://www.sun.ac.za/pgstudies

STEP 4 Submit the application by the 1st of October the year preceeding study

POSTGRADUATE: MSc - MASTER OF SCIENCE or PhD - DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

STEP 1 Contact a member of the academic staff to arrange a suitable project. Postgraduate
students should develop their own project independently or in conjunction with a
potential supervisor.

STEP 2 Compile the departmental application documents including internal application form
following the guidelines at www.sun.ac.za/earthsci and contacting the postgraduate
coordinator for the Department on espostgrad@sun.ac.za

STEP 3 Once permission has been granted from the Department to register for the MSc or PhD
programme, the application is sent to the Faculty of Science for ratification

STEP 4 MSc students can register immediately, but PhD students require Faculty Board approval.

Speak to your proposed supervisor regarding deadlines.
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Mining Companies S . Students wishing to practice as a geologist or other Earth Science professional should note that an Honours degree with Earth Science

includes environmental geoscience, which is the
Exploration Companies

as a major is the MINIMUM requirement for registration as a professional geologist through SACNASP [www.sacnasp.org.za]

study of the link between earth processes and

- : Geological Consultancies *. .
UL BT Sl T e, COMPULSORY CORE MODULES BOTH STREAMS
771 Geology of Southern Africa

772 Research Methods in Earth Sciences

773 Special Topics in Earth Sciences

795 Research Project

APPLIED GEOLOGY STREAM

712 Concepts in Crustal Petrology

742 Economic Geology

P Take this stream if you wish to work in the exploration
or mining industries

BSc Honours in Earth Sciences

In order to register as a professional geologist, students must
undertake a 4th year of study to complete their BSc Honours
in Earth Sciences. This is a one year full time programme that
involves course work and an individual research project. The
programme has two streams, Applied Geology and
Environmental Geochemistry. The compulsory modules must
be taken by all students and students must then choose one of
the streams to take depending on their interest. The research
project constitutes over 25% of the programme content and
consists of ~14 weeks of independent research that involves a
combination of field work, analytical work, experimental work

Environmental Consultancies
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Multinational Mining Houses

ENVIRONMENTAL GEOCHEMISTRY STREAM

714 Hazardous Waste Site Assessment

744 Environmental Systems

P Take this stream if you wish to work in environmental,
marine or groundwater sectors, or in mine rehabilitation

and theoretical concepts.
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