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PROJECT 
BACKGROUND 

Bird visitors are actively courted into peri-urban gardens 
with resources including food, nesting boxes and bird-
friendly habitats. However, aside from the expected 
indigenous species, some visitors are alien species while 
others are domestic exotics, and these latter groups often 
monopolize the distributed resources. Alien and domestic 
exotic birds are often attracted by resources in peri-
urban areas that facilitate their spread (such as tall trees 
for nesting, or lawns and ponds for feeding). Are these 
alien birds desirable, or would home owners prefer help 
with their removal? 

This study seeks to engage with stakeholders in peri-
urban areas to ask: What are the perceived values of 
birds of different origins? What aspects of their 
environments would stakeholders be willing to change to 
alter the birds that inhabit their neighbourhood? Can 
information brokerage on native and alien bird species 
change behaviours and gardening practices of peri-urban 
participants, that help facilitate management control or 
remove harmful species? 
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This MSc study will involve stakeholder surveys and focus 
groups to determine public perceptions of the values of 
alien and native bird species.  
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