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THE CLOUD IS COMING
Within the next few months Matie students will be able to send e-mail like never before.
If you're a regular Twitter user or sometimes wander around in the Neelsie or Library,
you've probably seen notices referring to the "cloud". Don't worry, we're not talking about
the unpredictable Cape weather. On the contrary, this cloud brings good news.
Student numbers have been increasing rapidly over the past few years and with it the
need for more e-mail storage space. Up till now student mail has been hosted on the
university’s mail servers, but we’re starting to run out of space.
Information Technology has been investigating all the possible solutions and came to
the conclusion that Office 365 would be the best choice for student e-mail.
MS Office and Microsoft operating systems are already used in student computer user
areas and would integrate seamlessly with this existing technology.
With the e-mail cloud project Stellenbosch University will be entering a new phase for e-mail and although staff e-mail will
also eventually be migrated, the biggest need is currently moving student e-mails.
The target date for migration is October, but we will continuously keep students updated on developments through Twitter.
A website will be made available where students can do the migration themselves and start testing the cloud platform.
Students can choose when they want to migrate. Those who haven't migrated by December, will automatically be moved
by IT to Office 365 before the end of the year.
But why struggle with limited space, when you can have a whole 50 GB space to your disposal. Office 365 also offers
other advantages such as storage space on OneDrive and online access to Microsoft applications like Word, Excel, etc.
If you want to stay updated on the e-mail cloud project, follow us on Twitter at @ITStellenUni or #theitcloud.
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